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Another school of moralists hold that we have an
innate consciousness of right and wrong; that our
consciences approve or condemn certain actions prior
to and apart from a consideration of their conse-
quences. I think that such is the conclusion we
should naturally come to from our own feelings.
Of course first impressions may be wrong, and a
scientific investigation of the whole question may
prove them to be so. But they are at any rate
worthy of most serious attention, though we should
be prepared to consider any objections which might
be urged against them. In geometry we have our
first principles, or axioms, the truth of which strikes
the mind with irresistible force, and behind which
we cannot go, though from them we may deduce a
great system of geometrical truths. Why should
there not in morals, too, be first principles of right
and wrong which are admitted as self-evident, and
which form, or ought to form, the rule of our
actions ?

But it may be said by an objector that we cannot
judge by our own feelings, for we have been edu-
cated, and early taught some particular form of
religion; how do we know but that those feelings
are merely the result of education; we should go
to man in his very rudest state to find what would
naturally be accepted by him as self-evident. But
apply the same to, we will say, geometry. If we